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SUBJECT: GATT HANDLING OF THE LOME CONVENTION 
REF: STATE 96033 

1 . ON APRIL 27, WE DISCUSSED WITH PHAN VAN PHI, EC COMMISSION 
DIRECTOR FOR GATT AFFAIRS, THE POINTS IN REFTEL. PHAN VAN 
PHI AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE MOST USEFUL TO AVOID EXTENDED 
DISCUSSION IN THE WORKING PARTY ON THE ARTICLE XXIV POINT. 

HE SAID THAT THE FC HAD TRIED TO DRAFT ITS RESPONSES TO VERY 
POINTED QUESTIONS AS CAREFULLY AS IT COULD IN ORDER TO AVOID 
HAVING A DEBATE ON THE ISSUE OF COMPATIBILITY. HE ALSO AGREED 
THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO APPROACH THE JAPANESE AND THE CANADIANS, 
HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THIS IS A RELATIVELY 
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COMPLICATED ISSUE, HE FELT THAT IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE IF 
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THE US AND EC DELEGATIONS AT GENEVA COULD HAVE AN INFORMAL 
LUNCH WITH THE CANADIANS AND THE JAPANESE AND GO OVER THESE 
POINTS TOGETHER. IF THIS DID NOT ACCOMPLISH THE PURPOSE, 

THEN THE COMMISSION COULD SPEAK TO THE CANADIANS AND 
JAPANESE HERE. HE SAID THAT THE ARRANGEMENT ON THE SCENARIO 
AND THE TALKING POINTS COULD BE WORKED OUT IN ADVANCE 
BETWEEN THE US AND EC DELEGATIONS AT GENEVA. 

2. PHAN VAN PHI SAID THAT HE WOULD TELEX GENEVA WITH THIS 
SUGGESTION, AND HE ASKED IF WE COULD LET HIM KNOW 
WASHINGTON'S REACTION TO THIS PROPOSAL. HINTON UNQUOTE 
KISSINGER 
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